252 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS.

grounds. This round of hunting, festivity, and war, fills
up the year; all the tribes conform in these general cus-
toms. There are no war parties raised in the winter. This
season is exclusively devoted to procuring the means of
their subsistence and clothing, by seeking the valuable
skins which are to purchase their clothing and their
ammunition, traps, and arms.

“The hunting grounds of the chief, whose life we are
considering, extended along the southern shores of Lake
Superior, from the Montreal River, to the inlet of the Wis-
a-co-da, or Burnt Wood River of Fond du Laec. If he
ascended the one, he usually made the wide circunit indi-
cated, and came out at the other. e often penetrated by
a central route up the Mas-ki-go, or Bad River. This is a
region still abounding, but less so than formerly, in the
bear, moose, beaver, otter, marten, and muskrat. Among
the smaller animals are also to be noticed the mink, lynx,
hare, porcupine, and partridge, and towards its southern
and western limit, the Virginia deer.

“In this ample area, the La Pointe, or Chagoimegon,
Indians hunted. It is a rule of the chase, that each
hunter has a portion of the country assigned to him, on
which he alone may hunt ; and there are conventional laws
which decide all questions of right and priority in start-
ing and killing game. In these questions, the chief exer-
cises a proper authority, and it is thus in the power of one
of these forest governors and magistrates, when they
happen to be men of sound sense, judgment, and manly
independence, to make themselves felt and known, and
to become true benefactors to their tribes. And such
chiefs create an impression upon their followers, and leave
a reputation behind them, which is of more value than
their achievements in war.

“Waub-o-jeeg excelled in both characters; he was equally
popular as a civil ruler and war-chief; and while he admin-



